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Getting Started with the ABS Remote Access Data Laboratory

Welcome to the ABS Remote Access Data Laboratory (RADL).  Below is a list of useful resources that will assist you to get started with RADL.  We recommend that you familiarise yourself with these resources before using the RADL.

RADL User Guide - includes information on how to use RADL and how to navigate around this site.

CURF Documentation - every CURF on RADL has a set of documentation that will show you how to access the CURF.  It also contains information on the frequencies and weightings for all data items and any other technical information you need to know.

Responsible Access Manual - outlines users responsibilities when using CURF’s.  It explains things you should and should not do.

Important things to remember when you run jobs through the RADL

Always retain the ABS identifiers on any dataset that contains unit record information.  The relevant ABS identifiers for each CURF can be located in the CURF documentation.

Use the test files.  Every CURF has a set of test files associated with it.  These files give you the opportunity to test your code before you run your job through the RADL.  It is helpful for troubleshooting syntax errors and making sure you have got the data items correctly named.

If you don't get it right - don't worry.  It takes some time before users become familiar with the RADL restrictions and rules.  We encourage you to submit a small number of test jobs at the start to get a feel for how the RADL works.

Don't try to produce large amounts of output in a single job.  RADL imposes certain restrictions on the output you produce.  There is a limit of 100,000 bytes (about 30 pages) on the amount of output you can produce in a single job.  If you exceed this limit your output will be put on hold.  Try breaking your jobs up into smaller discrete jobs if this happens.

Retain the sample counts when producing tables of means.  This makes it easier for the ABS to review your output if it is put on hold and will speed up the clearance process.

Always read RADL alerts.  From time to time alerts will be posted to the RADL homepage.  These alerts inform you of upcoming events and changes to the RADL system.

If you need help just ask.  The best way to get additional help in using the RADL is to send an e-mail to radl@abs.gov.au.

Let us know what you think.  Client feedback is an important way for us to know if the RADL is meeting your analysis needs.  If you have any ideas on how we can improve the RADL system please e-mail your feedback to radl@abs.gov.au.

