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2026 NT Regional Training Hub
NT Medical Student Bursary Guidelines

1. About the Flinders NT Regional Training Hub
The Northern Territory Regional Training Hub (NT RTH) works to improve the quality and stability of the medical workforce in the NT. It recognises our unique challenges and opportunities and works to promote the acquisition of appropriate skills, knowledge and attitudes for medical students and doctors in training seeking to pursue careers in rural and remote practice in both primary and secondary healthcare.
                                                                             
2. Purpose and Scope
Purpose
The Medical Student Bursary supports medical students who have demonstrated commitment to training and future practice in the Northern Territory by improving access to targeted career development opportunities. The bursary assists participation in activities, events and major conferences that support career planning and build clinical capability relevant to rural and remote NT practice. 
Funding will be allocated based on the anticipated workforce benefit and alignment with NT RTH priorities.

3. Benefits
· Eligible medical students may receive bursary funding of up to $2,500.

4. Eligible Bursary Activities
Bursaries are to support learning, research, and professional development activities relevant to medical specialist career planning, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and rural and remote health. 
Applications are to be for one activity (and its associated travel and registration costs) only. The following activities will be considered:  
· Attendance at a workshop, conference or a scientific symposium related to medical specialist training career planning and interests, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health, rural and remote health with preference given to those intending to submit abstracts/ accepted abstracts
· Supporting research such as costs directly related to publishing research in a recognised academic journal
· Accommodation and travel costs in relation to the above activities
· Airport transfers in relation to the activities above

Applications for activities that fall outside of these parameters will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
Exclusions
· International activities and travel will not be funded
· Meals and incidentals will not be funded

5. Eligibility Criteria
Be enrolled full-time in an accredited medical degree in the NT with:
· Charles Darwin Menzies Medical School or
· Flinders NT Medical Program (NTMP)
Priority may be given to applicants who:
· Identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander
· Are an NT resident*
· Are undertaking, or planning to undertake, a remote clinical placement (MM6-MM7)

6. Application Process
Expression of Interest Submission Dates & Process
· Expression of Interest (EOI) for the 2026 bursary program will open for applications in May 2026 for activities in the 2026 calendar year
· Advertising will be via the Flinders Rural and Remote Health NT Facebook page, NT RTH website and via electronic direct mail
· The EOI application process will remain active for a minimum period of approximately two to three weeks
· The EOI application form and closing dates will be accessible from the  RTH website
· The NT RTH reserves the right to open additional bursary EOI cycles in the calendar year for specific activities that support its strategic goals
Selection Criteria
· The determination of successful applications will be at the discretion of the NT RTH and its Bursary Selection Committee
· Student applicants must be granted leave from their university for the required period of the activity and associated travel. Evidence for this must be included in the application.
· The following will be considered by the Selection Committee in their decision-making:
· Evidence of commitment to working in the NT. Which may include lived experience, community ties, career pathway intentions etc.
· Evidence of commitment to working rural or remote. Which may include current or planned remote clinical placements (MM6–MM7).
· Benefit to remote and rural patients
· Past success in receiving bursary funding may be considered to support equitable distribution, but does not preclude reapplication

Payments of Funds to Approved Applicants
· Payments may be made directly, on receipt of an invoice, to a provider or as a reimbursement on receipt of evidence of payment by the successful applicant
· The NT RTH will not be responsible for expenses incurred before a successful application
· In general, funds will be fully allocated by November each bursary calendar year and funded activity must be completed by December 31st, 2026. 


7. Post Bursary Commitments
All successful applicants may be required to participate in a small amount of promotional activity which will include submission of a summary report and publicity photographs, and to potentially be part of the NT Regional Training Hub Reference Group which will be surveyed for thoughts about future projects and proposals.
Additionally, recipients may be invited to attend and deliver a short presentation at an NT Regional Training Hub educational event sharing your experiences and helping promotion of the NT as a place to live, work and train.

8. Point of Contact
All enquiries regarding the NT Regional Training Hub Medical Student Bursary Program should be directed to NT Regional Training Hub, via fnt.rth@flinders.edu.au or (08) 89 200 253.



*Definition of NT Resident
An NT Resident is an Australian citizen/permanent resident who has resided with a permanent address in the NT for either:
1. at least 2 years out of the last 6; or
2. a total of at least 5 years since commencing primary school
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