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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome & Congratulations on making this choice - brave – chosen discomfort for future reward 
Housekeeping, Hub, closest toilet and exit
During the session, please refrain from using your computer and mobile phone, unless required.
Following presentation – opportunity to ask questions, happy for you to ask questions throughout
I will provide a PDF version of slides following the session



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
COUNTRY

Flinders University acknowledges the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the lands on which its campuses are located,
these are the Traditional Lands of the Arrernte, Dagoman,
First Nations of the South East, First Peoples of the River
Murray & Mallee region, Jawoyn, Kaurna, Larrakia, Ngadjuri,
Ngarrindjeri, Ramindjeri, Warumungu, Wardaman and Yolngu

people. We honour their Elders past, present and emerging.

Flinders
University
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I would like to acknowledge and pay respect to the [Kaurna] people, the traditional custodians of the land on which we meet. I recognise and respect their cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship with the land, seas, skies and waterways which continue to be integral to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living today. I respect the cultural authority of traditional owners and I thank the Kaurna Nation for their care and custodianship… Now let’s walk together.
Marni niina pudni – It’s good you came
�Source: Welcome to Country & Acknowledgement of Country - Creative Spirits, retrieved from https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/spirituality/welcome-to-country-acknowledgement-of-country


WHAT WE'LL COVER TODAY

Where are you going?
Applying to your host university
Accommodation options
Travel preparation & insurance

-Inancial assistance
Getting connected
Flinders Whatls Next?

University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
3 mins - 2 sessions: Post nomination and Pre-departure training. - Share slides following session
Work through presentation – 1hr approx
Student panel – 40 mins
Tavern catch-up – get to know each other 
LO – know where each other are heading
Guidance of host uni application
What accommodation options – best suited to you
Travel prep tips
How to access financial support – when in the process
Get to know each other
Opportunity to ask questions to recently returned students



Flinders
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APPLICATION: 1& 2 STEPS!

c Global Experience application stage Q

e Host University application stage «

Formal Acceptance Letter
Pre-departure Workshop (Compulsory)
Apply for financial assistance

o O O O

Apply for Visa — Travel insurance



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 mins - Application Timeline

Two main stages – application process:
1. GE stage
2. Host University Stage – cam move a lot faster
Things will happen at different times – dependant on university nominated to
Application docs – read carefully and follow instructions. Forward host application acceptance to GE. If open apply for accom 
USA – bank statements, Japan health check/vaccinations
Can apply for financial assistance OS Help Loan / RA Simpson – won't receive it until you have been accepted by partner and issued with a Flinders confirmation letter.
Do not arrange travel until you receive formal acceptance and CoE from partner, insurance registered, obtain Visa, apply for accom and then arrange travel etc. Most students will need to travel interstate for Visa
Ducks in a row
Study plan, accom, flights, insurance, funding, banking, health


AN

Collaborate with other nominated students.

APPLYING TO

YO U R H OST updated credit approval letter if topics
UNIVERSITY change.

AN

Submit an Ask Flinders request for an

/- /) v Email global.experience@flinders.edu.au if
rg VI I— signatures are required.
/ \ %« v' Be patient—acceptance letters can take
V= time!
@ v
) —
_/ Tip: Check your host university's deadlines

and submit on time.

Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Attention to detail
Unsure of requirement – ask 
If we have not been cc’d in forward email to GE
Sometimes documents will be sent to our office – if so, we will contact you when they arrive – pick up from office
Application assessment can take time – not all universities are the same
Example – Johanne Kepler app deadline is 26 May – whereas Butler, US & Canada, Japan early April


https://askflinders.microsoftcrmportals.com/current-students/
mailto:global.experience@flinders.edu.au

Flinders
University

TRAVEL PREPARATION

v Ensure your passport has 6 months’ validity
from intended arrival back home.

v' Check if a student visa is required—some
require interstate appointments.

v Visit a healthcare professional if you have a
pre-existing condition or need vaccinations.

v Explore Smartraveller for updated travel advice.

v Plan your budget—consider personal and

academic costs.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
USA – Vic – U.S> Consulate General
US travel docs – Acceptance and DS-

Please contact us if you have questions 
If you don’t understand something - Don’t be afraid to ask your host’s international office questions


https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/consular-services/travel-advice-explained

APPLY FOR A
STUDENT VISA

Flinders
University

v' Wait for your acceptance letter from the
host university.

v Check visa requirements—your host
university will provide guidance.

v" Research: Google "Study in [Country] as an
Australian’.

v’ If required, book an interstate
appointment for visa processing.

More info in our Costs and Financial Aid >

Visas website!



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Attention to detail
Unsure of requirement – ask 
USA – Type J Exchange visitor visa – (DS-160 form provided by host)
Japan – Sydney – Visas (certificate of eligibility) - if unsure our team can point you in right direction
Canada – study for 6 months – eTA and a Temporary Resident visa or less NO - Over 6 months studying as a student and if you’d like to work
Sometimes documents will be sent to our office – if so, we will contact you when they arrive – pick up from office
Application assessment can take time – not all universities are the same


https://students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/outbound/costs-and-financial-aid#costs
https://students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/outbound/costs-and-financial-aid#costs

PROOF OF FINANCIAL CAPABILITY

Some host universities require proof of sufficient funds for study and

living expenses.

ACCEPTED DOCUMENTS:

Bank Statement v Must include account holder's name, bank
name, account type, balance, and issue
date.

Scholarship Letter v Must show applicant's name, funding
amount, and award duration.

Government Support v’ Official letter detailing financial assistance.

Loan Approval v’ Letter from a credit institution confirming

the loan amount.

Amounts in foreign currencies will be assessed at the current

Flinders
University exchange rate.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Countries where this requirement is common - USA, Japan, South Korea, Austria.


ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS

On-Campus:

v' Convenient, pre-arranged, and includes
utilities.

v' Great for meeting other students.

v' Limited spots—apply early!

Flinders
University

Off-Campus:

v' Requires early arrival for best choices.
v Expect higher upfront costs (e.g., 12-month
leases).

v' Check if your university offers housing resources.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Decision driven by cost, preference, practicality, comfort levels
Living on-campus – easy access – all-inclusive – transport – living closely with others 
Lot's going on – social life – easier to meet other students
V's
Discovering a city – walking, public transport – greater independence 
Less opportunities to connect with other students
More red tape – rental agreements/insurance etc. 

Opportunity to ask panel members 

Bulter Irving House tour:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7R8K2r8ssto


ARE YOU FIT TO TRAVEL?

v' Health Check: Visit a health practitioner to assess your

physical and mental fitness for overseas study.

v' Medications: Obtain a doctor’s letter if you need to
carry prescription medication.

v' Vaccinations: Confirm if vaccinations or health checks
are required—some universities may request proof.

v' Access Plans: If you have a disability or pre-existing

condition, contact your host university’s support

services in advance.

Support at Flinders { Health, Counselling & Disability

Flinders
University

Services: (08) 8201 2118 (Mon—-Fri, 8:45 am—-5:00 pm)



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Important that you try & be objective about this – although lots of fun it can be challenging – outside of normal supports
Physical & Mental Health – develop a plan to manage either condition
Visit your GP
Some of you will require immunisations or evidence of immunity, USA, Japan, – a mix of historical evidence and a doctor can perform a serology test.
Prescription medication – take enough with you – if not possible take script to last you the duration. 
There will be support services available at host uni
Pre-existing conditions – declare for insurance purposes
Visit Health Counselling & Disability – on campus/bulk billed/convenient
Reciprocal health care agreements with UK, Netherlands, Sweden, update your Medicare card as you will need this to prove eligibility - australia reciprocal health care countries


DFAT - SMARTRAVELLER TRAVEL ADVICE

LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4

Reconsider your Do not travel
need to travel /Y,

LEVELT

Exercise normal
safety precautions

Avoid non-essential travel. If you're already in
Do your research and this location, consider

Use common sense and
look out For suspicious
behaviour, as you would in
Australia.

check that your insurer leaving. If you do travel,

will cover you. If you do get professional security

travel, take extra safety advice. Your travel

precautions. insurance policy might
be void. The Australian
Government may not be
able to help you.

Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Level 1 - Exercise normal safety precautions, Use common sense and look out for suspicious behaviour, as you would in Australia. At level 1, the security environment is similar to that of a large Australian city. This doesn't mean the local situation will be the same as Australia. Laws and social customs could differ significantly. You could face terrorist attacks, civil unrest, violent crime, or unique health threats. But overall, the risks are not greater than those you'd face in an Australian city. 

Level 2 - Exercise a high degree of caution, Exercise a high degree of caution. At level 2, there are more or higher risks than what you would typically find in a large Australian city. We're not saying 'don't go' to this location. But you should do your research and take extra precautions. The level may reflect a weak law-and-order system, where violent crime is common. The destination may lack some key public services, such as a responsive police force. 
At level 2, the COVID-19 risk to you may be considered low. Keep in mind outbreaks may occur and local authorities could implement measures to manage this, often at short notice, which will affect your ability to move freely, including in and out of the country. Conditions may change at any time. Be prepared for an extended stay or disruptions to international travel, including return travel to Australia

Level 3 – Reconsider your need to travel,  Reconsider your need to travel. Avoid non-essential travel. Do your research and check that your insurer will cover you. If you do travel, take extra precautions to protect yourself from security and health risks. 

Level 4 - Do not travel If you're already in this location, you should consider leaving if it’s safe to do so. If you do travel, get professional security advice. Your travel insurance policy might be void. The Australian Government may not be able to help you.

Going to become very familiar with this website
Changes to travel advice impacts insurance policy coverage, University covers only Level 1 & 2 advice
VW to do a demo – United Kingdom

https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/consular-services/travel-advice-explained

FORMAL ACCEPTANCE LETTER

Arrange Enroll in

Receive

Send a copy to the Follow the host Receive a confirmation Arrange a visa, flights, Our team will enrol
GE Team if you university’s letter from the GE airport pick-up etc. you in an exchange
receive acceptance instruction on: Team. You will need this:  (travel interstate may be topic (XOTH) at
directly v ID & email v' to apply for an OS required to apply for a Flinders to the value of
activation, Help Loan student visa to some your approved credit
v Topic enrolment v' to apply for Centrelink countries).
v Housing payment
v' Orientation & Arrival v’ to apply for a visa
info

Everyone will be at different stages of the process.

Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 mins
To summarise – once you receive a formal acceptance letter from host university
Important – we can’t issue you with a Flinders Confirmation letter until we know that you have been formally accepted
Arrange a visa, flights, accommodation, Flinders travel insurance, topic enrolment. Interstate travel will be required.
Visa – advice from partner and country requirements. No what you can & can’t do ex. Work whilst on Visa?
Our team are unable to provide specialist advice – requirements change
Exchange topic enrolment – arrange on your behalf. Let us know if it hasn’t appeared in your student record by the middle of July/December


FLINDERS
TRAVEL
INSURANCE

g Flinders
University

v' Register for Flinders Travel Insurance

after acceptance.

v' UG coverage: Up to 180 days, including up
to 50% personal travel.

v' Some universities (e.g., USA, Germany)
require additional health insurance—
budget for this.

v' Contact Risk and Assurance for pre-

existing condition queries.

Flinders Insurance Policy No. O3PPO0O6831



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Register – need to provide a copy of approval for the trip - College credit letter, GE confirmation letter
Flinders Insurance coverage – what it covers & does not cover – Schedule of Benefits
UG – 180 days – ex. 120 days ½ = 60 + 120 = max 180
PG – 365 days
FAQ – what if my travel exceeds the limits - additional insurance may be obtained at an additional cost for up to 365 days travel using the Additional Top Up insurance form (subject to eligibility and provided that the percentage of the incidental private travel does not exceed 50% of the study component). Additional Top Up travel insurance can only be applied for prior to the commencement of the journey.
Additional Insurance – Compulsory in most cases USA, Canada, etc. (if they say compulsory – it is) can be expensive $600 - $1200. Now more important than ever.
CHUBB – Crisis 24 - Country Intelligence Reports - Overview, political, security, transportation, health, environment, contact details - emergency

https://students.flinders.edu.au/finances-and-admin/student-travel-insurance
mailto:riskandinsurance@flinders.edu.au

FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE

v' OS-HELP Loan: Up to $10,130 (Asia) or
$8,442 (other regions).

v' RA Simpson Scholarship: Automatic
consideration—no application required.

v Ensure you provide proof of financial
capability where required by host

universities.

v Submit an Ask Flinders query to the finance

& scholarships team for assistance.

Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OS Help Loan 
Applications should be submitted online through the Flinders University Student System.
Indexation is applied on 1 June every year to the portion of your HELP debt that is older than 11 months.
Cap the indexation rate at the Consumer Price Index or the Wage Price Index whichever is lowest.

https://students.flinders.edu.au/finances-and-admin/domestic-student-financial-assistance/os-help-loan-scheme
https://students.flinders.edu.au/finances-and-admin/domestic-student-financial-assistance/os-help-loan-scheme
https://students.flinders.edu.au/finances-and-admin/domestic-student-financial-assistance/os-help-loan-scheme
https://students.flinders.edu.au/finances-and-admin/domestic-student-financial-assistance/os-help-loan-scheme
http://www.flinders.edu.au/scholarships/ra-simpson-international-scholarship
http://www.flinders.edu.au/scholarships/ra-simpson-international-scholarship
https://askflinders.microsoftcrmportals.com/support/create-case/

G E TTI N G v' Join: Create a WhatsApp/Instagram group to

reach out to each other for packing, travel

C O N N E C T E D study advice!

v Email: Contact the GE Team (with written

¥ 3 ‘ consent) to connect with past or current
[}
\ - 7 exchange students.
/ , v" Read: Explore the Global Experience blog for

Insights—reach out if you'd like to contribute!

v' Engage: Join a club at your host university to
Immerse yourself in the local culture.

Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Get Connected & Stay Connected it will help with feelings of isolation and loneliness.
Facebook – our way of contacting you - Covid-19 scenario
Blog – receive a scholarship – Cheung Kong Matthew Flinders – expectation of receiving funding
Meet local people as well as other international students


mailto:global.experience@flinders.edu.au
https://blogs.flinders.edu.au/student-exchange-experiences/category/outbound-student-experiences/

v Complete your Host Country Brief

WHAT'S NEXT?
v' Attend the Pre-departure Session:

[ ] Register online
O ’ 3-5 pm { Oasis Centre

v' Join the Exchange Catch-Up at the

Tav — From 5:00 pm!

$ Flinders
University


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GE team – Host country brief – mix of - country & cultural norms, time difference, dos & don'ts, important holidays, weather, mobile plans
2 part workshop – review where your at – individual and group reflection – culture and culture shock - mental preparation designed to prepare you for the experience
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- CONNECT WITH US -

GL£°BAL EXPEREINCE TEAM

@ global.experience@flinders.edu.au
O (08) 884 324 321

B .-
‘E:.
Study abroad - Outbound

E I::I- ﬂ Flinders Global Experience
Feedback Form flindersglobal

O ransd0
S 7



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please complete – improve our student preparation process


mailto:global.experience@flinders.edu.au
https://students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/outbound
https://students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/outbound
https://students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/outbound
https://www.facebook.com/FlindersGE/
https://www.instagram.com/flindersglobal/
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