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Glossary

This guide provides information for international applicants about
the current eligibility criteria and application process for entry to
the MD. Flinders University reserves the right to make changes to
the entry requirements and selection methodology to the MD in
the future. Any such changes will be reflected in future editions of
this guide online at Flinders.edu.au/mdapply
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Welcome

Welcome to the Doctor of Medicine (MD) International Application Guide. Reading This Guide is the
first step on the way to applying for the MD at Flinders University.

The Guide is designed to assist applicants in assessing their All prospective students are expected to act professionally

eligibility and understanding of the application process for the toward the university, its staff, students and other applicants.

Doctor of Medicine Program. Applicants are asked to note that posting correspondence,
including offer letters, or other details, in online forums is not

If you have any further questions relating to the application

process after reading this guide, please email appropriate.

intladmissions@flinders.edu.au for assistance. Flinders university reserves the right to consider any aspect of

Thank you for considering the Doctor of Medicine (MD) at an applicant’s behaviour in the assessment of their suitability
for entry to the MD.

Flinders University.
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Eligibility
to Apply

In order to be eligible to apply for entry into the MD, applicants
must meet minimum academic and English language
requirements, hold a valid GAMSAT (Graduate Medical School
Admissions Test) or MCAT (Medical College Admission Test)
score and have normally achieved the required minimum score in
each Section of the test.

Academic Requirements

All International applicants are required to have completed or be
in the final year of a Bachelor degree or equivalent. For applicants
who have studied at a higher education level overseas, Flinders
University will assess their overseas qualifications and determine
equivalence to study offered by Australian institutions.

Pre-assessment for equivalency is not possible. Applicants can
have their qualification assessed for equivalency through
internationaleducation.gov.au

Postgraduate qualifications are not taken into consideration for
the purposes of weighted Grade Point Average (WGPA)
calculations.

Please note Flinders University does not have a 10-year rule.
Applicants who completed a Bachelor degree, or equivalent, more
than 10 years ago are eligible to apply for entry to the MD.

Flinders University encourages individuals from diverse
educational backgrounds to apply as you are not required to meet
any subject pre-requisites.

Gamsat and MCAT Requirements

Applicants are required to hold a valid GAMSAT or MCAT score at
the time of application along with the following requirements:

GAMSAT Holders: Applicants should normally have obtained
minimum scores of 50 in each Section of the test
gamsat.acer.edu.au to be eligible to apply. GAMSAT scores are
valid from the current or preceding two years. Please note the
scores are required to progress your application.

MCAT Holders: Applicants should normally have obtained a
minimum of 124 in each section, with an overall score of 496 or
above. MCAT scores are valid from the current or preceding four
years. Please note the scores are required to progress your
application.

Please ensure you have read this guide carefully. Every year a
number of applicants fail to complete their application correctly
and are therefore not eligible for consideration.
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Application

How to Apply

Applications are submitted directly to Flinders University and you
can register and submit your application to the MD using the
International Application System. Applicants can also apply with
a Flinders University approved education agent. For information
on available agents please refer to our webpage, find an agent.

Course Location

All successful International applicants will be enrolled in the MD
program delivered from the Bedford Park campus, Adelaide,
South Australia.

Documentation
Academic Transcripts

Applicants must provide official transcripts and completion
certificates of their most recently completed (or due to be
completed by 31 December) Bachelor degree or equivalent
qualification for consideration. If academic transcripts are in a
language other than English, applicants must submit copies of
both the original documents and full translations and grading
information to assist in the calculation of the wGPA. Translations
must show results for all subjects undertaken and be certified by
an independent accredited translator.

GAMSAT or MCAT Scores

Applicants applying with a GAMSAT score must provide the
GAMSAT identification number of the test results they wish
considered for entry into the course. Applicants with multiple valid
GAMSAT scores may choose which score to use in their
application by providing the corresponding candidate number.
GAMSAT or MCAT results are valid for two years and must be
valid at the time of application.

Passport and Visa Details

Applicants must provide a certified copy of their passport
showing their personal details. If the applicant holds a current visa
they must also provide a certified copy of their visa.

Evidence of english language proficiancy

Adequate proficiency in English is a regulatory requirement for
students undertaking medical studies in Australian Tertiary
Institutions. The minimum English requirement is an Academic
IELTS overall score of 7.0 with a score of 7.0 in speaking, writing,
reading, and listening or an equivalent English language test. For
more information on alternative tests please see our website.

Fast Facts

e Only applications submitted
via the Flinders International Application System
Flinders.edu.au/international/apply will be accepted
for consideration.

e Applicants who need to change their contact details, including
preferred email, can do so by logging into the International
Application Portal and sending a message requesting the
details are updated.

e Applicants who have been excluded/precluded from a
medicine course at another university will not be able to apply
until the exclusion/preclusion has been lifted.

e Pre-assessment of applications, including calculation of wGPA
and overseas qualification equivalency cannot be provided.
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Selection Criteria

Applicants will be selected for a place in the MD on an overall rank
calculated using the following:

o WGPA from latest completed Bachelor degree

o GAMSAT score (minimum 50 in each section) or MCAT score
(124 in each section, with an overall score of 496 or above*)

Grade Point Average

There is no minimum GPA requirement for entry to the MD,
however, strong academic performance in a Bachelor degree is an
important indicator of the intellectual abilities necessary for
success in the MD, and a Flinders equivalent GPA of 5.5 is
considered a minimum score.
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Offers

Selection for International Student places will be based on an
overall rank comprising of the following components which are
equally weighted:

e Overall GAMSAT score or MCAT score
e Weighted GPA (WGPA)

The University will determine the minimum overall rank required
for a place offer in a given year..

Conditional Offers

Applicants who receive a conditional offer will not be able to enrol
in the MD until the particular conditions have been met.

Applicants who receive an offer will be required to secure their
place by accepting and paying the deposit by the deadline. Failure
to do so by the specified date will mean the offer of a place in the
MD will be forfeited and their place may be offered to another
applicant.
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Important

Information

Grounds for an offer of place to be withdrawn

A place offer may be withdrawn by Flinders University if an
applicant has provided inaccurate or incomplete information in
their application. In accordance with the Flinders University
Admissions Policy, Student Admission Procedure, Section 7
Flinders.edu.au/policies#academic

Prior to withdrawing an offer and cancelling any sequential
enrolment, the University must:

e give the applicant an opportunity to explain the inaccuracies or
omissions in the information provided, and

e take into account the degree to which the applicant has
contributed to the inaccuracies and omissions and the stage
through the course at which the errors are detected.

Clinical Placements

Students enrolled in the MD will be required to complete clinical
placements as part of the program of study. All medical students
must meet a number of requirements to undertake clinical
placements including immunisation, criminal history screening
and student registration.

Immunisation

Students who are required to complete clinical placements must
be immunised in accordance with the relevant State or Territory
immunisation standards (eg Health Immunisation for Health Care
Workers in South Australia 2014 Policy Guideline) and any
additional private provider requirements as needed.

Registration with Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency (AHPRA)

Under the terms of the Health Practitioner Regulation National
Law Act 2010, medical students are required to be registered with
the Medical Board of Australia for the duration of their medical
studies.
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Whilst this is a separate process to student selection, all applicants
are advised that if successful in their application for entry into the
course, as part of the AHPRA registration process, they will be
required to make declarations about their medical fitness, criminal
convictions and any previous registration history which may
impact their eligibility for AHPRA registration. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to contact AHPRA directly should they have any
concerns about these requirements prior to submitting their
application.

Students do not need to register themselves with AHPRA as
Flinders University will provide AHPRA with the details of all
students enrolled in the MD once the course has commenced.

Health Requirements

All applicants offered a place in the MD are required to comply
with a number of recommendations and procedures to enable
them to proceed through the course with a low level of risk.

Students who refuse recommended screening/vaccinations will
not be offered placement in any SA Health service.

Students will be asked to comply with the College of Medicine
and Public Health immunisation and blood-borne viruses’ policy.
Further information is available in the Health Advisory Booklet for
Health Professional Students available from:
Flinders.edu.au/medicine/courses/clinical-placements.cfm

Criminal and relevant history screening

All students will be required to undertake national police check
and a criminal history screening which includes child related
employment screening, vulnerable person-related employment
screening, aged care sector employment screening and a
disability services sector screening. This will be initiated by
Flinders University on enrolment.

More information can be found at
students.flinders.edu.au/my-course/placements/compliance/
medicine
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FAQS

Eligibility to Apply

I am currently enrolled in a double degree, am | eligible to
apply?

If you are about to complete a Bachelor component of a double
degree by 31 December, provided you meet the other eligibility
requirements, you are eligible to apply.

Does an accelerated Bachelor’s degree (2 years) need to be
completed at the time of application to be eligible to apply?

Accelerated Bachelor degrees or Graduate Entry degrees (2 years of
full-time equivalent study) or equivalent qualification are acceptable
for entry if it is due to be completed by 31 December.

Is there a minimum GPA to apply for the MD at Flinders
University?

Flinders does not specify a minimum GPA to be eligible to apply,
however, a wGPA of 5.5 is considered competitive.

I have been excluded/precluded from a medical program
offered at another institution, am | eligible to apply?

If you are currently excluded/precluded from studying a medical
program at another institution, you are not eligible to apply until the
exclusion/preclusion has been lifted by the institution.

If the exclusion/preclusion has already been lifted, you will be
required to provide details of this in your application.

I am sitting the GAMSAT in September as | do not have a
score at the time of application. Can | still apply?

Under exceptional circumstances students can apply without meeting
all the application requirements, but will need to satisfy any conditions
prior to acceptance, as specified in a conditional offer for a place in
the MD.

I would like to find out how my wGPA will be calculated, or if
my overseas qualifications are equivalent to a Bachelor
degree.

Pre-assessment of applications, including calculation of wGPA and
overseas qualification equivalency cannot be provided

| am wanting to transfer from another medical program to
the MD at Flinders University. Is this possible?

I am having issues with the StudyLink Application System,
who do | contact to get technical assistance?

Application

There is no transfer pathway for the MD. If you wish to study the MD
at Flinders, you must apply in the normal way and undergo the entire
application process. No credit (RPL) will be granted for previous
study.

If you are experiencing difficulties with the International Application
System, you can get Technical Support by clicking on the link on the
International Application System page.

I wasn’t successful in my application, am | able to get more
information on the outcome?

Flinders University is not able to provide individuals with detailed
information or feedback about their application due to the large
number of applications received. This includes ranking within
sub-quotas and wGPA.

How will | be contacted about my application?

Correspondence is via emails from our online application system.
Itis the applicant’s responsibility to ensure they regularly check their
inbox (including the junk and clutter folders) and respond to any
emails they receive.

What email address will used for correspondence about my
application?

Am | required to submit transcripts for postgraduate study?

Supporting Documentation

Applicants will be able to check their contact email address in the
International Application System. If an applicant needs to update any
information they generate a message via the International Application
System.

Applicants are required to provide information on all completed
qualifications for Genuine Student assessments. Transcripts of
postgraduate study are not required.

Is supporting documentation audited?

Flinders may audit supporting documentation or request further
information regarding any aspect of your application.
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FAQS

wGPA

| have studied an Honours degree separate to my Bachelor
qualification. Will this be included in my wGPA?

Applicants who have completed an Honours degree, whether it be in
conjunction with or separate to their Bachelor degree, will have the
results from their Honours program included in the wGPA calculation
as the final year degree value, if 50% or more of results are available
by 31 July.

How does credit from previous study count towards my
wGPA?

If you have been granted specified credit for previous study and the
previous study was at an AQF level 7 or above, the grades from that
previous study will be used when calculating the wGPA, provided
these are available in the documentation uploaded in your application.
More information is available in the wGPA calculation section of this
Guide.

Will my grades from my incomplete Honours degree, not
due to be completed by 31 Dec, be included in my wGPA?

No, topics undertaken in an incomplete Bachelor degree (unless the
degree will be completed by 31 December in the year of application)
are not included in the wGPA calculation.

Will my grades from postgraduate study be included in my
wGPA?

Offer
Can | defer my MD place to the next year?

No, grades achieved in postgraduate study will not be used in the
wGPA calculation.

Deferments are unable to be accepted.

Are late offers made if places are available?

Yes

How do | accept my offer?

Applicants offered a place in the MD must accept and pay by the
deadline stated in their offer letter and meet any conditions. Log in to
your applicant portal and you will be able to accept your offer and
make payment through this system.

I no longer wish to take up my offer, what do | need to do to
notify Flinders University?

Course Details

Can | study the MD program externally?

Successful applicants that are made an offer and no longer wish to
accept it will need to advise the University by sending a message
through the International Application System.

Allinternational programs must be studied face-to-face as per
student visa requirements.

What are the contact hours for the MD program?

Contact hours are approximately 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday with
significant at home study also required. The MD is four years in length
and is full-time only.

For Years 1and 2, you will be based at a Flinders University campus in
Adelaide. Clinical rotations of years 3 and 4 may be undertaken at
various locations primarily in South Australia.

Can | get a credit or Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) if |
have completed postgraduate study in a relevant area?

What are my chances of an internship?

No, the MD must be completed in its entirety for accreditation
purposes.

Whilst Flinders University is not able to provide a guarantee of a
medical internship to medical students, historically we have
consistently had a high success rate of internship allocations for our
graduates (in most previous years we have seen a 100% matching of
internships to graduate students).

The reason we cannot provide a guarantee of placement is because
internships do not fall under Flinders University’s authority and are
managed by the State and Territory governments of Australia.

Each state or territory government undertakes its own internship
application process and they reserve the right to have their own
allocation process and priority ranking lists offering internships.

In South Australia, the South Australian Medical Education and
Training (SA MET) Unit currently manages the allocation of internship
places and medical students are advised to check the SA MET
website samet.org.au
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Glossary

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation
Agency (AHPRA)

ahpra.gov.au/Registration/Student-Registrations.aspx

Under the National Law, all students enrolled in a medical course
and who are undertaking clinical training, must be registered as a
student with the Medical Board of Australia via AHPRA. Flinders
University will, on behalf of the student, provide AHPRA with the
relevant details for their registration.

Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF)
aqf.edu.au

The AQF is the national policy for regulated qualifications in
Australian education and training. It incorporates the qualifications
from each education and training sector into a single
comprehensive national qualifications framework.

Bachelor Degree

A Bachelor degree (AQF level 7) or equivalent, forms the first part
of the basis for admission into the MD at Flinders University. An
applicant’s Grade Point Average is calculated using the results
from their most recently completed Bachelor degree and
converted to a wGPA.

Credit or Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL)

Study completed at another institution that is recognised as credit
towards a new program of study, reducing the length of time
required to complete the qualification.

Flinders University Graduates

Applicants who have completed or are due complete a Flinders
qualification of AQF Level 7 or above in the year of application.

Graduate Medical Schools Admissions Test
(GAMSAT)

gamsat.acer.edu.au

GAMSAT was developed to assist in the selection of students to
participate in the graduate-entry programs.

International Applicant

Applicants who are not an Australian citizen / permanent resident
or a New Zealand citizen must apply via the International
Admissions Pathway www.flinders.edu.au/international.

Qualifying Degree

The Bachelor degree from which the wGPA is calculated.

Specified credit

Credit granted for a topic for study completed which is of similar
content and standard as required for a passing grade in that topic.

Unspecified credit

Credit granted to the value of a specified number of units for
study or work experience which satisfies some general course
requirement.

Doctor of Medicine (MD) International Application Guide 1
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